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EDITORIAL 

 

I am really enjoying my retirement despite being 

diagnosed with bone cancer which tends to limit my 

mobility. Whilst spending the last nineteen years 

working for wildlife conservation I was on a virtual 

seven day week often working nights as well 

undertaking moth, bat and amphibian surveys. Now 

all the time is mine and I have started to make good 

inroads into the stash in the attic. It is amazing what 

kits and decals I have accumulated over the years 

and I wonder what prompted me to buy some of 

them like a number of Italian and Japanese WW2 

kits. Guess evilbay will be busy soon. Still, it has 

found me the time to write some material of which I 

have an interest and take on the role of editing this 

Journal. I do still rely on you to contribute though 

as I do not have the background knowledge or 

archive of material that enabled Anders to produce 

such good Journals over the many years he was 

editor and I never will achieve his standards 

although I will try. We really owe him a lot. 

 

I am still looking for a colour scheme for my Tiger 

Moth and it struck me how much time I was 

spending on the search. I am enjoying it and I 

wonder how much we enjoy the research as much 

or more than the modelling. A good reason for you 

to write something for this Journal? 

 

FINAL WORDS 

 

I must apologise for an error in the last issue when I 

stuck an extra E in my email address. 

My correct address is 

 jellis@trent83.freeserve.co.uk  

to where all SBT material should be sent. 

 

Whilst Slightly BT seems to have been well 

received and I have a couple of articles under 

preparation for the next issue I would appreciate a 

greater membership input. Just a few lines on any 

new books or magazines. Pictures of your latest 

model, information on what you are currently 

building, whatever you think will be of interest. 

 

Thanks 

 

John Ellis 

 

Special thanks to Jim Schubert and Wayne Moyer 

for their articles. 

SMW 2014 

According to the ScaleModelWorld website 

(www.smwshow.com) the world's greatest model 

show (exclamation mark) in Telford will be held the 

8th & 9th November 2014. 

Of course we'll give Acte de 

Présence: Bob and Andreas will be 

manning a 12ft table. 

 

Please joins us and let us know if you intend to 

bring models which you want to show off. 

We don't have a theme in mind: the overall IPMS 

theme this year is 'the great war', not a very 

interesting period from an air race point of view. 

But if you have any suggestions let us know. 

 

We need your pictures! 

As any self-respecting modelling magazine we ask 

our readers to submit pictures of their models. As 

you might have noticed we have had the same 

picture on every sBT, it would be more interesting 

to have a different picture every issue, and that 

could/should be yours!   

Happy modelling, Axel 

 

NEXT ISSUE 

due end December 

 

mailto:jellis@trent83.freeserve.co.uk
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NEW KITS AND DECALS 

 

MPM have released their 1/72nd Lockheed Vega kit 

under the Special Hobby label as a limited edition. 

It represents the 1934 version which took part in the 

McRobertson England to Australia race. If you 

want one you need to get an order in quickly. 

 

I understand that Lindberg have re-released the old 

Inpact Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines 

kits. So you can now get hold of that 1/48th Bleriot 

kit without paying ridiculous collectors prices. At 

the time of writing I have yet to find a European 

supplier but hope Hannants will do so in due course 

as they have the Lindbergh Gee Bee and Pesco 

Special kits listed on their website. 

 

 
 

 

Airbrush Heaven 

Not got an airbrush and compressor because of the 

cost? Well for under £70 you can have two 

airbrushes and a compressor! You get a compressor, 

a general purpose airbrush, a higher quality 

airbrush, hoses and other accessories.  OK they are 

not Iwata or Paasche quality but have received 

excellent reviews from those who have tried them 

out.  Go to www.airbrushheaven.co.uk for full 

details 

 

I have problems attaching small etched parts to my 

models. I hope this will be a thing of the past as I 

have just purchased a new tool from Ultimate 

Modelling Products. This is a wax tipped tool in 

the form of a resharpenable pencil. It enables you to 

pick up the part and holds it in place whilst you 

apply the superglue. I have not used it yet but hope 

it will solve my problem. Check out their website 

www.umpretail.com for details and other products 

from this company. 

 

Draw Decal (www.drawdecal.com) have released 

the decals for P51C, Joe de Bona’s Thunderbird 

race #90. This is available in 32nd, 48th, 72nd and 

144th scales. 

 
 

As usual I received excellent service. I ordered 

them on a Saturday and on the Monday received an 

Email advising they had been despatched. Only ten 

days later they arrived in a card envelope containing 

the decals. Beautifully printed and excellent 

instruction sheet. 

 

BOOKS and MAGAZINES 

 

Not a lot to report 

 

The August issue of Scale Aviation Modeller 

International has a review of the Vega kit 

mentioned earlier and a build article on the old Frog 

Bristol 138A high altitude record breaker. 

 

The September issue of Air Classics magazine has 

a great article on Mira Slovak. 

 

The latest issue of Golden Pylons, the newsletter of 

the Society of Air Race Historians, has a large 

number of pages devoted to Reno in the sixties. A 

build article on a Grumman Tigercat plus loads 

more. 

 

SARH has just published a special issue of Golden 

Pylons covering Reno 2014. Not a member? You 

should be, it is not expensive to join. See their 

website (www.airrace.com).  

http://www.airbrushheaven.co.uk/
http://www.umpretail.com/
http://www.drawdecal.com/
http://www.airrace.com/
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USE A PEN? 

 

 
 

Have you considered using a pen or pencil when 

painting your model? 

 

I use a selection of both for different purposes. A 

Rotring Isograph is most useful and these are 

available in a range of nib sizes. They are not cheap 

but if used properly and cleaned after use they are a 

good long-term investment. There are many uses 

for these pens and you will no doubt find new ones 

as you develop your usage. Wheel hubs can be 

painted and when dry the Rotring can be used to 

“paint” up to the rim as you can get right up to the 

rim with better control than with a fine brush and 

you avoid tedious masking or the expense of pre-cut 

masks. You can then paint the rest of the tyre using 

the inked line as the inner marking. You can also 

have the advantage of having a reasonably black 

and glossy sidewall blending into a slightly paler 

and matt outer and tread. 

 

Preshading control surface outlines can be achieved 

with a couple of coats of ink from the pen. You can 

of course just use the pen to draw straight lines as 

part of a colour scheme or touch up areas of your 

final paintwork. Some coloured inks are available 

from Rotring, these being red, white, blue and green 

Ordinary coloured ink can be used but does not 

have the density and tend to be water soluble and 

translucent. 

 

Do be aware that if you do varnish over the ink you 

may have to spray the finish as brush painting can 

make an awful mess even though they are 

permanent inks as they are mostly solvent based as 

are many of your varnishes. You can of course try 

brush painting over the ink on a scrap of plastic to 

see the result and Klear/Future may have no effect, 

but better safe than sorry.  

 

Sharpie and other permanent ink pens are available 

in many colours other than the regular black and 

can be used for a lot of small painting jobs 

particularly on engines and undercarriage legs. 

White or silver fine markers are particularly good 

for painting wheel hubs whilst still on the sprue, 

again giving better control than a paint brush. Also 

useful in cockpit interiors. You can also use them 

for touch up or cheatline painting. 

 

Pencils range from hard to soft and can be used to 

accentuate panel lines but they are also available in 

a range of colours and I regularly use a silver pencil 

on cockpit detail on larger models and my military 

cockpits. However, some coloured pencils can be 

used for weathering on your models. 

 

Bow-leg pens are adjustable pens which have an 

advantage in that you can use thinned paint to draw 

your lines and the thickness of the line is somewhat 

adjustable.  You can also buy special short versions 

to use with certain makes of compass allowing you 

to draw circles or parts thereof. You need to buy 

good quality pens and look after them really well, 

as even the slightest damage will affect your line. It 

also pays to clean them occasionally whilst in use 

as paint drying in the legs will affect performance. 

This is especially true if you are using acrylic paint. 

Uni or Edding paint markers are particularly useful 

and many can be bought with either a bullet tip or 

an extra fine tip. They’re available in a small range 

of colours and are fast drying. 

 

For those of you who brush paint I would 

recommend that you use only the best quality 

Kolinski sable brushes you can afford and if you 

look after them they will last for years and give a 

superlative finish. I mainly use flat or rigger 

brushes for large areas and only use “round” 

brushes in the smallest sizes for detail painting. 

Clean your brushes immediately after use using the 

appropriate thinners for the paint you are using. 

This means you may end up with several bottles of 

various thinners and a container of water. After 

cleaning with thinners I generally wash the brushes 

in soapy water before rinsing them and storing them 

bristles up in an old mug. 

 

DeLuxe Materials have recently released a brush 

cleaner which had a good write up but I have not 

tried it myself. 

 

I hope this short piece has given you some ideas for 

better or easier modelling. 
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WHAT YOU BUILDING? 

 

I have two models on the go at the moment. 

 

A 72nd scale F2G-1 as Cook Cleland’s race No.94. 

This is now at the painting stage and ready for the 

first coat of white paint. 

 

The second model is a 1/32rd LTR 14 using the 

Lindberg kit as a base. This is a surprising kit for its 

age with nice clean mouldings and no flash. I had to 

laugh at the claim on the box lid “detailed cockpit 

and engine”. No way. The interior will need some 

work with the need for added detail and I really 

don’t know what I am to do about the engine. Only 

time will tell. 

 

 
 

RS Models 

1/72 Ryan NYP & NYP-2 

 

by Jim Schubert 

 

Introduction 

 

In 2006 and 2007 I became deeply involved in 

researching details of the Ryan NYP, better known 

as the Spirit of St. Louis.  The SoSL was flown 

from New York to Paris May 20/21, 1927 by 

Charles Augustus Lindbergh to claim the $25,000 

Prize for the first such non-stop flight.  This one 

event did more than any other in aviation history to 

make the world air minded.  The purpose of those 

researches was to support the building of the new 

Revell 1/48th scale kit of the plane.  My “First 

Looks” review in Internetmodeler 2006 February 

and my “Build Review” appeared in the July 2007 

issue of IM Internetmodeler 2007 July.   The model 

designation, “NYP”, refers to New York Paris. 

 

45 days after Lindbergh’s record flight the Japanese 

newspaper Mainichi Shinbun ordered an exact 

replica of the NYP from Ryan.  The NYP-2, J-

BACC, c/n 36* was delivered to Japan in late 

September of 1927.  It was then flown to Japanese 

national records for distance, 2000 KM (1243 Mi.) 

and endurance, 13 hours, 23 minutes, by Fumeo 

Habuto who had to stay, mostly, under 1000 feet 

(304.8 M) due to poor weather on the measured 

circular course over central Honshu. 

 

To my knowledge there have been only five prior 

releases of injection molded polystyrene kits of this 

iconic airplane: 

1. AHM – a quite good 1/87th scale kit 

2. Frog – A barely acceptable 1/72nd scale kit 

subsequently reissued by Novo and others 

3. Hawk – An execrable 1/72nd scale kit still being 

issued by Testors 

4. Lindberg – An adequate, for the time, 1/48th 

scale kit 

5. Revell – the aforementioned very good 1/48th 

scale kit. 

 

and now............. 

 

we have the very good 1/72nd scale kit by RS 

Models from the Czech Republic, from which either 

Lindbergh’s NYP or Habuto’s NYP-2 can be built. 

 

The Kit 

 
 

 

The kit is packed in a stouter than usual, for a 

Czech company, end-opening box.  I really dislike 

end-opening boxes.  Yes, I know they are cheaper 

to make than lidded boxes but lidded boxes make 

kits easier to handle becoming, in effect, two 

convenient trays when open.  The contents of said 

box are a six-page, three-sheet folder of instructions 

defining assembly in 18 steps; these pages include a 

parts map, a very brief history and a page of ads for 

new RS releases.  Unusually, for a contemporary 

kit, the colors and markings guide is printed in full 

color on the back of the kit box rather than being 

included in the instructions.  This is a very useful 

and attractive presentation.  There is one sprue tree 

of 41 parts molded in medium gray colored 

polystyrene, one sprue tree of three parts in clear 

polystyrene, two feed bars of 22 parts cast in light 

http://www.internetmodeler.com/2006/february/first-looks/Revell_NYP.php
http://www.internetmodeler.com/2007/july/aviation/SOSL.php
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cream colored resin and one fret of 15 parts photo-

etched in brass. 

 

Because of all the research I did for my 1/48th SoSL 

I am probably not the best person to make a 

balanced, objective appraisal of this kit because I’m 

looking for accuracy, detail and perfection.  The kit 

is very good; far better than it’s 1/72nd scale 

antecedents and built straight out of the box will 

make a quite acceptable addition to any collection 

of historically significant airplanes.......... 

 

but............ 

 

there are, nonetheless, a fair number of nits to be 

picked in the search for perfection: 

1. The PE part for the inside of each wheel looks 

suspiciously like the inside of a brake drum.  

Neither the NYP nor NYP-2 had brakes so don’t 

use these parts. 

2. Neither plane had shoulder straps so don’t use 

that PE part either. 

3. When weighted, by the airplane on the ground, 

the fabric wheel covers were wrinkled.  The 

kit’s wheels are smooth on both sides; carve 

some wrinkles based on your study of photos of 

the plane. 

4. The long pitot boom ends in two small probes 

not reflected by the kit part. 

5. The skylight window provided in the kit is flat; 

the original was slightly peaked at the rear to 

mate with the top center stringer that runs from 

the rear wing spar to the fin. 

6. The kit omits the, clearly visible, magnetic 

compass mounted on the center stringer of the 

skylight over the pilot’s head. 

7. The molded-in lift handles at the rear of the 

fuselage should be replaced with new handles 

bent from suitably sized wire. 

8. The fin does not mount flush with the top of the 

stabilizer as the kit has it.  You will have to 

study photos to understand and replicate the 

correct mounting of the fin.   

9. The kit provides no frame for the slide-out 

periscope in the left cockpit window. 

10. The instructions are unclear as to which of the 

two spinners provided in the kit to use.  The 

original, short, rounded-nose spinner with the 

swirlies, split on the ferry flight of SoSL from 

San Diego to New York and was replaced for 

the record flight with a locally spun spinner that 

was longer and more pointy with no swirlies.  

The NYP-2 was built with a duplicate of the 

original short spinner with swirlies. 

11. The decal sheet provides alternate nose 

markings for the NYP to reflect both its record 

flight configuration and the configuration as it 

hangs today in the National Air & Space 

Museum in Washington, D.C.  There were four 

visible modifications made after the record 

flight for the two extended Good Will Tours 

made by Lindbergh in the NYP; only one of 

these, the flare tubes, is included in the kit: 

A. More louvers were cut into the engine 

cowling aft of the engine. 

B. The wheels were reversed placing the access 

to the valve stems of the tires outboard. 

C. The half-teardrop fairings over the outboard 

axle stubs were left off. 

D. Two flare tubes were fitted to the belly aft 

of the cockpit.  

The decal sheet does include the flags of all the 

nations added to the plane on the Latin 

American Good Will Tour.  

12. The decal sheet does not include four “J”s for 

location at mid half-span, over and under, both 

stabilizers on NYP-2.  I suggest you ink-jet, or 

laser, print your own decals for these. 

13. The colors and markings guide would have you 

paint the rudder of the NYP-2 white for its 

national record flight in 1927.  It was actually 

doped aluminum like the rest of the fabric-

covered areas on the plane. 

14. The decal sheet does not include the text 

“DAIMAI NBR XI” above the “J” on the rudder.  

Do the artwork and ink-jet, or laser, print your 

own decals of these missing markings. 

15. The kit does not provide for the two extra 

windows cut into the cockpit sides of NYP-2 

when it was used for photo and liaison duties 

after its record flight.  The added windows each 

had a thin frame of bright aluminum that stands 

out against the blue fuselage. 

16. The instructions also make no mention of the 

fact the NYP-2 had the Lindbergh periscope for 

its 1927 record flight but that it was removed 

subsequent to that flight. 

17. The NYP-2 had a later version of the earth-

inductor compass generator drive, which was a 

small squirrel-cage device instead of the four-

bladed, cupped windmill used on NYP; like the 

windmill it was mounted on a short mast on the 

spine of the fuselage. 

18. The decal sheet includes two mysterious, 

blotchy decals, Nos. 26 & 27, for the spinner of 

NYP.  I find no photo evidence of these on 

either spinner. 

19. The N registrations on the decal sheet for NYP 

appear to have been copied from the Revell 
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1/48th scale decal sheet and are completely 

inaccurate – even the proportions of the dashes 

are wrong!  Refer to Dale Caldwell’s drawings 

in the Cassagneres book, listed below, for the 

correct proportions of the registrations over and 

under the wing and on the fin.  Again, you’ll do 

best to create the artwork for the registrations 

and ink-jet, or laser, print your own decals. 

20. Both planes had a small venturi on the forward 

right wing strut just outboard of the fuselage; 

this is not included in the kit.  

 

 
 

Note that the swirlies provided on the RS decal 

sheet in the kit don’t look very good.  When I did 

my 1/48th scale NYP I liked the way the Revell 

swirly decals looked and asked friend Ken Murphy 

to scan them, stitch them together and print them 

for me on clear decal stock in 1/72nd scale in 

anticipation of future needs.  He did a beautiful job 

as you can see by the photo here of these decals 

applied to the cowlings of Tim Nelson’s Savoia 

Marchetti S.M. 79 Corsa.  My next use of them will 

be on a 1/72 Hisso Ryan M-1.  For how-to make 

decals yourself see:  

Internetmodeler Do_it_Yourself_decals 

 

Note also that Dale Caldwell’s drawings of NYP in 

the Cassagneres book are the best to be found. 

 

Conclusion 

 

This RS kit is very good and is much, much better 

than its two predecessors in 1/72nd scale.  Buy at 

least two so that you can build both an NYP and an 

NYP-2.  I bought mine at Emil Minerich’s Skyway 

Model Shop in Seattle for $34.95 plus Washington 

State, King County and Seattle’s combined sales tax 

of 9.5% ($3.32); net price $38.27.  That’s a bit 

pricey for a 1/72nd kit but it’s a good kit and after all 

it’s only money and life is short. 

 

* For reasons unknown Ryan assigned no c/n to the 

NYP. 
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Roscoe’s Racer 

Dekno’s LTR-14 Kit 
 

By Wayne E. Moyer 

 

BT subscribers are familiar with the trials, 

tribulations, and re-designs that Roscoe Turner 

went through to get his racer built so I won’t go into 

that.  As an aero engineer with 35 years of design 

experience I can say that Roscoe, Matty Laird, and 

everyone else involved designed what was probably 

the most aerodynamically perfect airplane of its 

time.  Aside from the small canopy, the lines fair 

perfectly from the tightly cowled Twin Wasp to the 

tip of the tail.   

 

The minimum possible drag is achieved when all 

intersections are at precisely 90 degrees: hence the 

mid-wing configuration which puts the wing at 

exactly that angle to the fuselage, the landing gear 

legs also meeting the fuselage at 90 degrees, and 

note the extension at the bottom of the gear leg 

which allowed a 90 degree intersection with the 

wheel pants instead of the usual drag-producing 

“Vee” intersection.   

 

The plywood wings were covered with fabric that 

was attached with casein glue, not dope.  75 years 

later the only improvement I could make would be 

an all-aluminum, flush-riveted fuselage, and that 

wouldn’t make a big difference. The Turner Meteor 

(Roscoe’s name for it) or LTR-14 (Laird’s name, 

and the official one he put on the airworthiness 

application) won two consecutive Thompson 

Trophy races, the only airplane to do so. 

 

Dekno’s new range of pre-WWII racers is filling a 

big hole in my collection and I could hardly wait for 

this kit (720500) to arrive. When it did I found 

(Photo 1) 26 beautifully cast resin pieces, two vac-

formed canopies, very nicely printed decals (with a 

second, much better set of Champion and Ethyl 

logos) for the 1939 Thompson winner, and a small 

double-sided instruction sheet with six assembly 

steps and complete decal location information.  It 

was obvious that a lot of thought went into the kit; 

although the fuselage is very thin, there are several 

“flats” included so the halves can be glued together 

easily.  Looking further disclosed “rails” inside the 

cowling (Photo 2) to position the engine correctly 

within it.  There’s good internal structural detail and 

subtle fabric detail on the rear fuselage.  Don’t look 

for panel lines on the wings; there weren’t any on 

the real airplane. 

 

The fuselage parts have very small mold lines 

(more like rough edges) that were easily sanded 

smooth (Photo 3).  The cockpit edges took only a 

few passes with a modeling file (Photo 4) to clean 

up.  Many of the smaller parts are attached to the 

pour blocks; make several passes with a sharp blade 

(Photo 5) rather than trying to remove them with 

one cut.  Once I had the pieces free and cleaned up, 

I scanned the Matt drawings (Xerox copies 

introduce errors) and reduced them to 1/72 scale: 

the kit parts match that drawing very well (Photo 6) 

but are just a fraction smaller, so apparently 

shrinkage was just a bit more than expected.  We’ve 

already discussed which set of plans (if any) are 

accurate—I’m happy with Matt’s. After soaking the 

parts in water and dish-washing detergent for an 

hour, I scrubbed and rinsed them and was ready to 

start by painting the interior “aluminum”.  Wilson’s 

drawings (Ref 4) show the prominent throttle 

quadrant and tank selector, so I added those from 

scrap plastic (Photo 7) and stretched sprue.  Tamiya 

tape and scrap photo-etched trees made the seat 

belts; Roscoe didn’t have a shoulder harness.  
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1 

 
1, 1a Dekno’s kit is relatively simple but very well cast 

with very few mold lines and no surface blemishes 

 
2 Neat design! The engine cylinders match “rails” inside the 

cowling to position the engine correctly. Just sand the 

front of the fuselage until the cowling is in the correct 

location 

 
3 Sanding the mating edges of the fuselage on a flat surface 

insures a good fit.  

 
4 The cockpit had rough edges that were quickly removed 

with gentle filing 

 
5 Cut small parts away from the pour blocks with several 

light strokes, not one heavy cut 

 
6 The shape of all parts matched my scaled copy of Paul 

Matt’s plans (Ref 3) very well but were just slightly too 

small 
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Dekno’s instrument panel has very tiny, accurate 

recessed instrument faces but after several tries I 

gave up trying to paint them and used a “close 

enough” decal from my spares box. I also added 

rudder pedals with more scrap p.e. pieces.  These 

few additions gave me a very satisfactory interior 

(Photo 8), though the truly dedicated could add a 

few more bits and some washes to pop out the 

molded detail. 

 

As usual, I drilled holes (Photo 9) in the fuselage 

and wing roots (horizontal tails too) and inserted the 

largest possible size of brass wire (Photo 10) to 

reinforce those joints.  Wings mated up to the 

fuselage with very little filling required but either 

one horizontal stabilizer was a little thick or I mis-

aligned it (probably the latter) but a minute or two 

with files and sandpaper fixed that.  I bent the 

forward extensions of the two scoops on the right 

side of the fuselage in a bit so the would tuck inside 

the cowling.  After priming the model I filled the 

wing/fuselage seams with putty but just a little thick 

primer was enough to take care of the horizontal tail 

seams.  Hot Stuff “Super T”, a thick cyanacrylate 

glue that sets slowly enough to allow some 

adjustment was used throughout the build.  I glued 

the gear legs to the fuselage and sanded that joint 

smooth before adding the wheel pants (Photo 11). 

 

All references agree that the airplane was painted 

“silver”—that would have been aluminum aircraft 

dope, actually.  The photos I shot of Roscoe’s racer 

at the Udvar-Hazy Museum a few years ago 

confirmed that.  After trying several paints and 

Alclad shades on scrap plastic, I hadn’t found a 

realistic finish.  Then the light dawned; to borrow a 

phrase from Bare-Metal Foil, nothing looks more 

like aluminum aircraft dope than— - aluminum 

model airplane dope (Photo 12).  That worked very 

well, but brought up the next question.  Two 

references (2 and 4) say that the airplane had the 

leading edges covered with aluminum for the 1939 

race.  As an aero engineer, I couldn’t see any reason 

for that.  BUT, when my photo-interpreter friend 

and I looked at original 8x10 prints (not copies or 

book/magazine reproductions) in the Wright State 

University Special Collections Archives, we could 

see a distinct line on both the top and bottom of the 

wing and the leading edges definitely had a 

different reflectance than the rest of the wing.  But 

there were no screws or any other means of 

attaching a metal skin visible 

.  

 
7 I made a throttle quadrant stretched and tank switch from 

scrap plastic and sprue.  

 
8 These simple additions plus an instrument panel decal and 

rudder pedals combined with the internal structure detail to 

make a very realistic cockpit.  

 
9 I drilled holes in the wing and tail roots to accept pieces of 

brass wire.  Use a pin vise, NOT a power tool!  

 
10 Brass wire “stub spars” make sure the surfaces will stay 

attached during construction 
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Going back to the photos I took at the museum, you 

can still see a very slight difference but there is 

absolutely no evidence of any holes, or repaired 

holes in the wing leading edge (Photo 13).  I can’t 

believe that metal leading edges were removed, and 

then the entire wing was re-covered and repainted, 

especially since the airplane is still in its 1939 

markings.  I tried another experiment: I sprayed 

more aluminum dope on a sheet of plastic, masked 

part of it, and then polished the remainder with a 

good metal polish.  

 

There was my distinct separation line, and a definite 

difference in “shininess”.  Roscoe’s crew didn’t put 

an aluminum skin on the leading edges; they simply 

waxed and polished them thoroughly!  I masked the 

rest of the wings (Photo 14) and polished the 

leading edges with Simichrome polish; the result 

(Photo 15, 15a) was very much like what we could 

see in those photos.  Since the airplane was three 

years old in 1939, I think the contrast between the 

polished leading edges and the rest of the airframe 

would have been even greater than what you see 

here since my aluminum dope is fresh and glossy.  

There were aluminum “heat shields” on the upper 

part of the landing gear legs and those were added 

easily using Bare-Metal foil. 

 

Dekno provides two copies of the canopy but I had 

no problems trimming one to fit.  The canopy sides 

slid down into the fuselage sides like the Hughes 

racer so I choose to cut away the rear portion and 

use only the windscreen and rear “frame”.  Those 

were attached with Micro “Krystal Klear” (Photo 

16) and the frames covered with strips of clear 

decal sheet that had been sprayed with more 

Aluminum dope.  Propeller blades are cast 

separately from the hub; there are three sockets in 

the hub that accept pins cast on the bottoms of the 

blades.  I had to sand the pins down just a bit (Photo 

17) to get a good fit.  A Propmaster fixture made it 

easy to get both the location and pitch angles (Photo 

18) of the three blades correct.  The prop was then 

primed, sprayed gloss black, and sprayed with 

Alclad II “Chrome”.  The final step was to make a 

pitot tube from a section of straight pin and drill a 

hole for it in the leading edge of the right wing.  

 

My finished model (Photo 19 and 24) matches the 

photos I shot of the real airplane (Photo 20, and 14) 

very well.  The head-on view (Photo 21) shows how 

aerodynamically clean Turner’s airplane really was.  

Accurate lines and authentic markings combine 

with enough surface and cockpit detail (Photo 22) 

to make this a very realistic and good-looking 

model (Photo 23).  Using Matt’s dimensions (Ref 3) 

my model scales out closer to 1/74, confirming the 

parts check against the plans.  But that’s consistent 

and the lines are accurate, so I don’t see that as a 

problem. I’m just hoping that Dekno will re-issue 

this one with the 1938 “Pesco Special” decals.  

 

REFERENCES 

1. Cleveland Model Airplane plans for kit CD-72. 

2. Aircraft of Air racing’s Golden Age Major 

Robert S. Hirsch and Ross N. Hirsch 8439 Dale 

StreetBuena park, CA 90620  

3. Historical Aviation Album Volum and Truman 

C. Weaver EAA Aviation Foundation 

Revised edition Copyright 1991  

 

 
11 I did all the assembly work with ““Hot Stuff Super T”, a 

thick CA glue that allows me time to adjust alignment 

before it sets up 

 
12 Nothing looks more like aluminum aircraft dope than 

aluminum model airplane dope.  I airbrushed several thin 

coats for a finish that matches my photos perfectly 

 
13 The full-scale LTR-14 shows no evidence of ever having 

aluminum-skinned leading edges. All the paint has 

oxidized to a rather dull finish after 75 years.  
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14 Before applying the decals I masked the rear sections of 

the wings and polished the leading edges to a shine with 

Simichrome polish 

 
15 

 
15, 15a And there’s the distinct demarcation line with 

“shinier” leading edges.  I believe the result would have 

been even more obvious with three-year old paint 

 
16 Dekno’s vac-formed canopy fit very well in the closed 

configuration but I decided to opted to leave it open, just 

waiting for Roscoe. It also shows the internal detail better 

that way.  

 
17 I had to sand down the pins on the prop blades just a bit to 

get them to fit the sockets on the hub.  

 
18 I bought a Propmaster fixture a couple of years ago and it 

made setting the blade angles and pitch easy 

 
19 My finished model compares very well to…. 
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20 The photos I took of the real airplane I took in the Udvar-

Hazy Museum.  

 
21 You can’t do a better job of aerodynamic design than this.  

Dekno’s model captures the stance and “Cleanth” of the 

LTR-14 perfectly 

 
22 Decals are simple, easy to work with, and right on the 

money—except for the lack of a red pinstripe around all 

the letters and numbers.  But a scale-size stripe wouldn’t 

be visible.  

 
23 

 
24 

 
25 

23, 24, 25 Great castings, accurate lines, and enough detail to 

make a very pleasing model. Everything fits well, too: this 

is my kind of kit.  Now the 1938 winner 
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ROUND THE PYLONS 

 
 

 
 

 

Fort Worth – Texas 

6th & 7th September 

 

In blustery conditions the races both fell to the 

French. Nicolas Ivanoff flying his first race of the 

year won the Master Class with Mika Brageot 

winning the Challenger lass 

 

Master Class 
1st. Nicolas Ivanoff  - France 

2nd. Nigel Lamb  - UK 

3rd. Pete McLeod  - Canada 

 

Next Races 

11 – 13 October  – Las Vegas, Nevada, USA 

01 - 02 November – China 

 

Strega 
Much speculation has taken place over the sale and 

future of this Mustang. It appears that it has been 

sold and the new owner will be leaving it in racing 

trim. Full details are not yet available as the sale has 

not been completed 

.

RENO 2014 

 
 

 
 
As promised here are the results of the 51st Reno 

Air Races. Copy deadlines preclude a report and 

any pictures but SARH have produced a special 

edition of their newsletter and RARA have a report 

and some video on their website.  

Source:  www.airrace.org 

 

Unlimited Gold 
 

Place Race#     Pilot    Aircraft 

1 5 

 Hinton, Steven   "Voodoo"  

 Chino, CA   P-51D Mustang  

2 86 

 Smoot, Sherman   "Czech Mate"  

 Templeton, CA   Yak 11  

3 8 

 Sanders, Dennis   "Dreadnought"  

 Ione, CA   TMK 20 Sea Fury  

4 71 

 Brown, Curt   "Sawbones"  

 Hudson, WI   TMK 20 Sea Fury  

5 924 

 Wells, Korey  

 TMK 20 Sea Fury  
 Ione, CA  

DNF 77 

 Dawson, Stewart   "Rare Bear"  

 Celina, TX   F8F-2 Bearcat  

DNF 114 

 Watt, Mark   "Argonaut"  

 Georgetown, ON   MK II Sea Fury  

DQ 38 

 Richard, Thom   "Precious Metal"  

 Kissimmee, FL   P-51XR Mustang  

 

 
DQ by Contest Committee for showline cut 

 

http://www.airrace.org/
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.hinto5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.86.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.smoot5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.86.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.8.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.sandd5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.8.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.71.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.brown5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.71.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.924.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.wells5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.77.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.dawso5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.77.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.114.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.watt55.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.114.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.38.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.richa5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Unlimited.Race.38.Report.html
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Formula One Gold 

 

Place Race#     Pilot    Aircraft 

1 11 

 Senegal, Steve   "Endeavor"  

 San Bruno, CA  
 David Hoover AR-
6  

2 50 

 Wypraechtiger, Vito   "Scarlet Screamer"  

 Bern, Switzerland   Cassutt III-M  

3 31 

 Phillipson, Justin   "Fraed Naught"  

 Chico, CA   Gilbert DG2  

4 68 

 Seguin, Elliot   "Wasabi"  

 Mojave, CA  
 Wasabi Special 
Siren  

5 45 

 Jones, Jay   "Quadnickel"  

 Buena Vista, CO   Cassutt 1-11-M  

6 3 

 Anderson, Kevin   "Miss "U""  

 Anchorage, AK  
 Wagner Air Race 
Sp.  

7 96 

 Conklin, Matt   "Miss Demeanor"  

 Boise, ID   Cassutt III-M  

8 87 

 Temple, Steve   "Madness"  

 Incline Village, NV   GR-7 Panther  

 

 

Biplane Gold 

 

Place Race#     Pilot    Aircraft 

1 10 

 Stewart, Jake   "Bad MoJo"  

 Benbrook, TX   Pitts S-1  

2 25 

 Grove, Karl   "Drag Racer"  

 Riverside, CA   Pitts S-1C  

3 23 

 Rose, Jeff   "Reno Rabbit"  

 Carmichael, CA   Mong  

4 11X 

 Roelofs, David   "Purse Snatcher"  

 Prescott, AZ   Pitts S-1S  

5 4 

 Dash, Marilyn   "Ruby"  

 San Mateo, CA   Pitts S-1S  

DNS 62 

 Aberle, Tom   "Phantom"  

 Fallbrook, CA   Modified Mong Sport  

DQ 3 

 Erickson, Casey   "Zippity Doo Dah"  

 Redlands, CA   Pitts S-LHN  

DQ 31 

 Higa, Tony   "Tango-Tango"  

 Redlands, CA   Pitts S-1S  

 

DQ by Contest Committee for low flying 

 

AT-6 Gold Class 

 

Place Race#     Pilot    Aircraft 

1 43 

 Buehn, Dennis   "Midnight Miss III"  

 Fallon, NV   AT-6  

2 88 

 Lohmar, John   "Radial Velocity"  

 Euless, TX   SNJ-5  

3 14 

 Rushing, Chris   "Baron's Revenge"  

 Van Nuys, CA   AT-6B  

4 6 

 Macy, Nick   "Six Cat"  

 Tulelake, CA   T-6G  

5 89 

 McNeely, Gene   "Baby Boomer"  

 Port Orange, FL   AT-6  

 

 

http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.11.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.seneg5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.11.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.50.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.wypra5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.50.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.31.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.phill5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.31.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.68.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.segui5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.68.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.45.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.jones5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.45.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.3.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.ander5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.3.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.96.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.conkl5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.96.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.87.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.templ5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.FormulaOne.Race.87.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.10.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.stewj5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.10.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.25.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.grove5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.25.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.23.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.rose55.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.23.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.11X.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.roelo5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.11X.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.4.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.dash55.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.4.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.62.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.aberl5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.62.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.3.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.erick5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.3.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.31.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.higa55.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Biplane.Race.31.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.T6.Race.43.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.buehn5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.T6.Race.43.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.T6.Race.88.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.lohma5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.T6.Race.88.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.T6.Race.14.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.rushi5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.T6.Race.14.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.T6.Race.6.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.macy55.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.T6.Race.6.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.T6.Race.89.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.mcnee5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.T6.Race.89.Report.html
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Sport Class Gold 

 

Place Race#     Pilot    Aircraft 

1 39 

 LaVelle, Jeff   "Race 39"  

 Mukilteo, WA   Glasair III  

2 47 

 Mead, Gary   "Lucky Mojo"  

 Turks & Caicos Islands   Glasair III  

3 67 

 Balmer, Peter   "Clas Thunder I"  

 Interlaken, Switzerland   Thunder Mustang  

4 2 

 Walker, Vince   "Modo Mio"  

 Boulder, CO   Lancair Legacy L2K  

5 66 

 Sutter, Ernie   "Jus Pass'n Thru"  

 The Woodlands, TX   Lancair Legacy L2K  

DNF 88 

 Wolstenholme, Bob   "Another Mistress"  

 Colmar, PA   Lancair Legacy  

DNF 30 

 Findlay, Andrew   "One Moment"  

 Virginia Beach, VA   Lancair Legacy L2K  

DNS 352 

 Parker, John   "Blue Thunder II"  

 Reno, NV   Thunder Mustang  

 

Jet Class Gold 

 

Place Race#     Pilot    Aircraft 

1 8 

 Fogg, Phil   "Fast Company"  

 Tualatin,OR   L-39  

2 5 

 Vandam, Rick   "American Spirit"  

 Reno, NV   L-39 Albatros  

3 66 

 Pracy, Mark   "True Blue"  

 Ashtonfield, Australia   L-39C  

4 25 

 Zaccagnino, Pete   "Violated"  

 Park City, UT   L-39  

5 10 

 Cushing, Sean   "Riff Raff"  

 Virginia Beach, VA   L-39C  

6 58 

 Turney, Jeff   "Drakon"  

 Reno, NV   L-39  

7 54 

 Mangold, Mike   "Robin 1"  

 Victorville, CA   L-39C  

8 15 

 Benzing, Vicky   "Reality Czech"  

 Saratoga, CA   L-39C  

 

http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.39.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.lavel5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.39.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.47.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.mead55.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.47.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.67.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.balme5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.67.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.2.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.walke5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.2.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.66.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.sutte5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.66.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.88.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.wolst5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.88.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.30.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.findl5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.30.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.352.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.parke5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Sport.Race.352.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.8.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.fogg55.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.8.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.vanda5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.66.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.pracy5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.66.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.25.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.zacca5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.25.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.10.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.cushi5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.10.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.58.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.turne5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.58.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.54.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.mango5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.54.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.15.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Pilot.benzi5.Report.html
http://reports.airrace.org/2014/2014.Jet.Race.15.Report.html
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