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Alitaliane "Aeronautica Macchi M.33" (kit number Al-
72024). 1/72 kit containing 32 resin parts, four etched 
brass parts, a vacformed canopy and full decals for two 
versions. Aliitaliane, Strada San Bernardino 20/2, 27035 
Mede (PV), Italy, aliitaliane@libero.it. Their website, 
www.alitaliane.it is not operative at the time of writing. 
 
History 
Macchi's sleek M.33 was the last flying boat to compete 
in the Schneider Trophy. Two examples were sent to 
Baltimore for the 1925 race, together with pilots Giovanni 
de Briganti and Riccardo Morselli. The M.33s were 
completely of wooden construction with a relatively thick 
cantilever wing. Italy did not have any competitive 
engines at the time, so they were powered by second-
hand 1923-vintage Curtiss D-12 engines, which were 

housed in streamlined nacelles that were supported by 
struts above the fuselage. At 507 hp these engines had 
been surpassed by later Curtiss and Napier engines, and 
being a couple of years old they were rather worn. Like 
the British planes entered in 1925 they used flat-plate 
radiators, rather than the modern surface radiators of the 
Curtiss planes. The M.33s were apparently not much 
liked by the pilots, who complained about the unreliable 
worn-out engines and the flutter-prone wings. 
 
The 1925 Schneider race was a rather uneven contest. 
The other racers were outclassed by Jim Doolittle's 
Curtiss R3C-2, which won at 233 mph (374 km/h). 
Hubert Broad was second for Britain in the Gloster IIIA at 
199 mph (321 km/h) after the British main contender, the 
Supermarine S.4, had been destroyed in a crash during 
an earlier test flight. De Briganti, in the #7 plane, 
completed the race as a distant third, at 168 mph (271 
km/h), not having dared to run at full throttle and further 
delayed by a navigation mistake on the second of the 
seven laps. Morselli's #6 M.33 had to be retired before 
the race with ignition problems. 
 
The kit 
The fuselage is a one-piece casting with a cut-out for the 
one-piece wing. The mould join along the fuselage 
bottom isn't centred, which might be a bit difficult to clean 
up, but if you display the model so that the bottom can't 
be seen this is of course not a problem. Before the wing 
is attached, the interior should be fitted – there is some 
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simulated floor structure in place and seat, instrument 
panel and stick are provided in resin. The nice brass 
harness completes the interior – it doesn't sound much, 
but the parts are sharp and crisp and very little can be 
seen through the tiny cockpit opening anyway. If you 
would like to do some superdetailing you can find nice 
cutaway side views in "Idrocorsa Macchi". The wing and 
tail surfaces fit well. The ailerons are separate, which is 
handy if you are the kind who likes to display your 
models with deflected control surfaces. Watch out when 
you fit the ailerons, since they are handed and the rib 
pattern is (unintentionally I suspect) different on the right 
and the left wing. 
 
The biggest challenge of the kit will be to fit the engine 
nacelle correctly. A complete set of resin struts is 
included in the kit, and they seem solid enough to do the 
job, but it is probably a good idea to make some kind of 
jig for fitting them. The nacelle itself is a nice moulding 
and should look convincing once the mould line along 
the top is removed. Final assembly includes propeller, 
exhausts, radiators, wing floats, headrest fairing, ventral 
fin and rudder horns. While the kit instructions show the 
rigging for the tail surfaces and the wing floats they do 
not mention the x-wires between the front and rear 
nacelle strut pairs. 
 
The kit instructions, like several references, state that the 
fuselage and the wing centre section were aluminium 
doped, like the wings. Other references state that they 
were light blue. The latest book, "Idrocorsa Macchi", 
states that they were "alluminio azzurrato" or 
"aluminium/light blue", whatever that means. In photos 
the fuselage and the wing centre section look like they 
have less metallic sheen and are slightly darker than the 
silver wings, so it is obvious that they were not the same 
colour. You should check the width of the green-white-
red fields on the tail surfaces - in photos it looks like they 

are of more equal width than the kit instructions show. 
The decals look thin and sharp, but appear to be printed 
on a solid film. They include four strips of closely spaced 
lines for simulating the gaps between the radiator blades. 
Markings are supplied for both de Briganti's and 
Morselli's planes.  
 
Conclusion 
This is a nice, well produced little kit that should be 
relatively straightforward to build. The parts are very well 
cast in light grey resin, completely without bubbles or 
distortion. The trailing edges of wings and control 
surfaces are thin. My only complaint is that the surface 
detail, especially the rib detail on wings and tail surfaces, 
is too pronounced for my taste. I don't have access to 
any quality drawings, but all the major measurements 
match the figures given in "The Speed Seekers". The 
only outline error that I can easily see when comparing 
the kit with photos is that the balance surface of the 
rudder is far too small. However, this is a simple thing to 
correct, and the kit drawings show how it should look. 
Some drawings show a little rounded fin on the fuselage 
bottom, which connects the centrelines forward and aft of 
the step, but this part of the plane is hidden in all photos 
that I have seen. 
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