What is an air race?
Anders Bruun

We will celebrate 100 years of air racing in 2009 — but
exactly when? In all English-language books and articles
you will read that the Gordon Bennett Trophy, held in
Reims, France, on August 28th, 1909 and won by Glen
Curtiss, was the first air race. This is not true, there were
several air races before the Reims extravaganza, but they
are not very well known. They were not so big, they
offered smaller prize money, they were not so well-
publicised — and, in this US-centred sport they have
perhaps been forgotten since they were staged in France
and there weren't any American or British participants...

There were of course some false starts before the first air
race. Several of the earliest races never actually
happened. It seems that a fifty percent failure rate of new
air races has always been normal — then as now. Some
were simply organised too early, while there were not
enough planes around, some were just wild ideas that
never became realised. Some were borderline cases —
were they races or not, and did they happen or not?

However, until we know exactly what an air race is, we
can't tell which the first one was, so we need a definition.
On the first page of Gary Williams' series of "Air Racing
Results" books this anonymous quote appears: "The first
time two aircraft flew together, a race developed". Is this
enough of a definition? | don't think so...

Wikipedia defines (or at least defined on December 8th,

2008...) "race" in this way:
"A race is a competition of speed, against an
objective criterion, usually a clock or to a specific
point. The competitors in a race try to complete a
given task in the shortest amount of time.
Typically this involves traversing some distance,
but it can be any other task involving speed.
Running a distance is the most basic form of
racing, but races are often conducted in vehicles,
such as boats, cars and aircraft, or with animals
such as horses. A race may be run continuously
from start to finish or may be made of several
segments called heats or stages (stages are also
known as legs). A heat is usually run over the
same course at different times. A stage is a
shorter section of a much longer course or a time
trial."

This is probably as good a definition as you will be able to

find — but perhaps we have to fine-tune the details in order

to be able to tell which the first one really was. | would

clarify the definition in this way:

Formalities:

o A race must have predefined rules.

e A race must have a predefined course and take place
within a predefined time.

e A race must be announced in reasonable time before
taking place

The course:

e The course may be a closed course or a point-to-point
course.
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¢ In the case of a point-to-point course it is sufficient to
define it by the start and finish points, but the definition
may be more detailed.

e The rules of the race may require the course to be
covered only once or several times.

¢ One or more efforts may be allowed.

Speed:

e A race must be decided by speed, either by finishing
order or by elapsed time. The elapsed time may be
expressed in average speed.

e A race may consist of several stages and be may
decided by aggregate time.

e Stops may be allowed, in which case the time for these
stops may or may not be included in the elapsed time.

e The speed which decides the race should primarily be
determined by the combination of the inherent speed of
the aircraft and the capability of the pilot to use that
speed over the course. This means that the course
should be such that it can be expected that most
competitors can complete it. A competition can not be
considered a race if the winner is determined by the
capability to complete the course at all, for example if a
pioneering flight is required in order to complete the
course.

Minimum number of competitors:

¢ A race must have two or more competitors.

e A race can not be considered to have taken place
unless at least one competitor has taken an official start.

These definitions rule out competitions of the type
represented by the Deutsch-Archdeacon prize (for the first
to fly a closed kilometre) or the Orteig price (for the first to
cross the Atlantic), even though that kind of competitions
were often referred to as "races". They also rule out
improvised races, such as Billy betting that he will beat
Buddy to the next airport.

On the other hand, these definitions mean that both the
1919 Schneider Trophy, where several racers started, but
nobody officially completed the course, and the 1931
Schneider Trophy, where there were more competitors,
but only one actually started, are counted as races that
took place.

Most of the definitions above are probably uncontroversial
and have no influence over the decision over the world's
first air race, but the last two and possibly one or two
others might create some controversy...

Anyway, these are my definitions and armed with them |
will tell you about what | consider to be the world's first air
race in the next issue.

... and by the way, it is probably known when, for the first
time, two aircraft flew together, and a race developed! Did
it happen before or after the world's first air race? | will tell
you!




	Hi again,
	 
	Summary of the membership period
	Thanks Neil!
	100 years of air racing
	New members
	New Products
	Anders Bruun

	 
	Golden Age
	Karaya
	Kiwi Resin
	Lifelike
	Planet
	IPMS(UK) Scale Modelworld 2008 – Report
	Andreas Krause
	"Racing for the Gold" – Book review
	Anders Bruun
	"Reno Air Races – Formel 1 der Lüfte"– Book review
	Anders Bruun
	Chris McMillin
	Around the Pylons
	Chris McMillin & Anders Bruun

	The passes
	Sale of September Pops Unlimited Race Team
	Furias sold to new racer?
	Cornell/Jackson "American Spirit" racer sold.
	Galloping Ghost update
	Mig/Griffon design for Unlimited
	New Formula One propeller
	Mong biplane racer for sale
	Knight Twister biplane to return to Reno
	Dwight Thorne dead


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




